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Welcome 

 
Weekly Lenten Giving sponsored by the Office of 
Faith Formation and the Canton Catholic Women’s 
Club 
 

The Season of Lent invites us to be more intentional about 
where we spend our money and our time. As we           
participate in the liturgies of Lent let us reflect on the  
Gospel message and our daily prayer which will enhance 
our spiritual growth in the service of others as individuals 
and as members of the Canton Catholic Community.    
Below is a list of the requested items to be collected each 
week as part of our Lenten Giving program for various 
organizations in need. Baskets will be available at the 
doors of both churches. 
 
Fourth Weekend of Lent 
On the fourth weekend of Lent, March 22, we will be 
collecting items for Cradles to Crayons which provides 
children with the essential items they need to thrive — at 
home, at school and at play.  
Items needed: children’s clothing (Toddler size), 
socks, school supplies, craft items, and school bags.  
 
If you have any questions or concerns, please contact 
Nancy Cunniff at ncunniff@cantoncatholic.org 
 

 
 

Stations of the Cross: 
Friday, March 20 – 7:00 p.m. at St. Gerard’s. 
 
Check out our website for the Lenten Schedule and    
various Lenten Resources. Visit www.cantoncatholic.org 

March 15 ~ Third Sunday of Lent  

Lent, with its disciplines of prayer, fasting and charity, is all about repentance, renewal and healing from sin. The Gospel 
tells of Jesus’ encounter with a woman who had a long history of brokenness and isolation. As she meets Jesus and      
experiences his life-changing mercy, so, too, can we receive new life and living water from the Word and sacrament in 
which we encounter Christ.  

Dear Friends, 

At this writing we are still anxiously receiving updates 
about the Coronavirus and implementing recommended 
practices to reduce transmission. Please note, that until 
further notice, we will refrain from sharing the Precious 
Blood at Communion time. We will also not distribute 
Holy Communion on the tongue. This is a matter of 
public health and personal preference must yield to the 
common good. Importantly, it has always been the prac-
tice at St. Gerard’s and St. John’s, that Extraordinary 
Ministers of the Eucharist sanitize their hands with an 
alcohol based sanitizer before distributing the Eucharist. 
We will obviously continue doing so.   
 

Effective The weekend of June 6 and 7 the Mass sched-
ule at St. John the Evangelist Church will change as fol-
lows: 

Saturday Vigil – 5pm 
Sunday Morning – 8am & 10am 
 

Those who prefer the 4pm Vigil Mass can worship at St. 
Gerard’s and those who wish to extend their afternoons 
during summer’s longer days can attend the 5pm Mass at 
St. John’s. While I hope it doesn’t happen too often, on 
those occasions when there is no outside clergy available 
to help, I can celebrate both Masses. We will post notices 
about the time changes in the bulletin, on the website 
and in the Churches. 

Yours in Christ, 

Father Tom 

mailto:ncunniff@cantoncatholic.org
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In the spirit of love and joy, we welcome the following 
new babies to Canton Catholic Community! 

 

Blake Christina Daly 
Declan James Grealish 
Tegan Faith McMillan 

Valentina Dayarid Ortiz 

Examining the Day 
and Choosing Free-
dom 
 
The third step of the 
Examen is to Find 
God. I look at my day 
in the light of the Spir-
it. 
 

Ignatius suggested several ways to examine the day. If you 
make this prayer at night, look back over the day to examine 
what you did or did not do. You could remember by periods, 
or hour by hour, or one activity at a time. If you make the Exa-
men in the early morning, look back over yesterday and for-
ward into today. Another way to do the Examen is to focus on 
one act or attitude, one virtue or vice. 
 
The Examen is about choosing freedom. We ask about the 
characteristic habits that mark or maybe hamper our spiritual 
freedom. Actions do not harm us spiritually because the com-
mandments forbid them; the commandments forbid them be-
cause they harm us. God’s commands are to protect our free-
dom and even expand it. 
 
The self-examination in this prayer means reclaiming our own 
freedom. It begins with naming the strengths and gifts that 
God gives us. Our gifts tell us what God hopes in us. Our last-
ing freedom lies in living the gifts—each and all of the gifts—
that God gives us. 
 
Any idea that the Examen is a self-centered exercise is mistak-
en. First, because we live in relationships, we cannot know our-
selves except in our relationships. And second, because the 
very gifts we are thanking God for and examining are gifts giv-
en not for ourselves alone, but for those whom God gives us 
to and gives to us. 
 
This is what Jesus meant by “fulfilling” the law: we obey it out 
of love for God, for our neighbor, and for ourselves. 

From Ashes to Glory- Lenten Examen at IgnatianSpirituality.com  

The Sacrament of Reconciliation will be offered on     
Friday, March 27th beginning at 6 p.m. at St. Gerard 
Majella and on Wednesday, April 1st 6:30-8:00 p.m. at 
St. John the Evangelist.

Canton Catholic E-Newsletter 
 

The Canton Catholic E-Newsletter was 
recently emailed to our list of registered 
parishioners. If you didn't receive the 
newsletter via email and would like to, 
please let us know. You can visit the   
Canton Catholic  Community website at 

cantoncatholic.org and sign up for the E-Newsletter    
under the "Parish Info" Tab. Please note this newsletter is 
only available via email!  NOTE: Be sure to check your 
email spam folder. You may need to give permission or 
"allow" the emails to successfully arrive in your inbox. 
 
If you need assistance, please contact Nancy Cunniff at 
ncunniff@cantoncatholic.org 

Today in every parish across the 

Archdiocese, Cardinal Seán calls 

on us to support the annual   

Catholic Appeal. The success of 

the Appeal is vital in funding the 

51 central ministries that provide 

assistance to our parishes, schools, 

and communities in a variety of 

ways. Every gift, regardless of the size, is meaningful and 

can make an impact. Your participation in this weekend’s 

campaign is very much appreciated by our parish and the 

thousands that are served through the Archdiocesean 

Central Ministries. Thank you for your generosity and 

support of the 2020 Catholic Appeal this weekend. 
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Please Volunteer during Lent! 
 
Lent is here and as is customary, Stations of 
the Cross will be held each Friday evening at 
Saint Gerard Majella. We need volunteers 
to assist Deacon Dan: 
 

 One person to carry the cross 

 Two people to carry the candles 

 One person to read the meditation for each Station 
 
All are welcome to participate—You can help as an individual, 
with a friend, as a family, as a group, or any combination there-
of.   
 
In giving less than an hour of your time, you offer a wonderful 
service to the Canton Catholic Community and give yourself 
an opportunity for reflection during the Lenten season.  The 
dates are: 
 

March 20, 7:00 PM 
March 27, 7:00 PM 
April 3, 7:00 PM 

 
You can sign up at:  http://bit.ly/2020Stations  
Feel free to contact Erin at the rectory with any questions 781-
828-3420 x305. 

 

ONLINE GIVING made even easier from your 
smartphone! Scan the QR Code below for the parish 
(or parishes) you wish to create an account. Gifts are 
securely transferred from a credit card or bank account. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A special thank you to those who are embracing our online 
giving initiative! In response to parishioner concerns that  
others may question why they’re no longer contributing to 
the collection basket, we have placed “I GIVE ONLINE” 
cards in the pews. Feel free to place the card in the offering as 
a way of participating in our collections of gifts.    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Canton Catholic Women's Club would like to 
thank everyone who attended our raffle and              
fundraiser! Because of the generosity of our club      
members and visitors, we were able to donate to two of 
our regular charities, Cross Catholic and St. Joseph Indian 
School! 
 
Please continue to look in the bulletin and Facebook, 
www.facebook.com/cantoncatholic, for upcoming events 
and programs.   
 
Many thanks,  
CCWC committee members  

On Sunday, March 1st the 
Grade 2 children at St. John’s 
hosted the 9:30 Mass. After 
Mass, 54 children, along with 
their parents, created banners 
that will be hung on the end of 
their pews on the day of the 
First Holy Communion in May. 
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Parish Contacts 
St. Gerard Majella  St. John the Evangelist 
1860 Washington St. 700 Washington St. 

Canton, MA  02021 
781-828-3420 781-828-0090 

Fax: 781-828-2520                
Business affairs for both parishes are conducted at 

 1860 Washington Street (M-TH 9am-4pm) 

 
Clergy 

Reverend Thomas S. Rafferty, Pastor 
trafferty@cantoncatholic.org 
 
Deacon Daniel C. Nelson, THM, D. Min. 
dcndan@cantoncatholic.org 
*Deacon Dan Nelson is a certified Spiritual Director. Please contact him at 
781-828-3420 x325 

 
Parish Staff  

Lisa Wilson 
Executive Assistant  
lisa@cantoncatholic.org 

Barbara McKenney 
Ministry Coordinator 

bmckenney@cantoncatholic.org 
Nancy T. Cunniff, MA 
Director of Faith Formation & Liturgy-St. John 
ncunniff@cantoncatholic.org 

Erin Sullivan                         
Director of Religious Education-St. Gerard              

erin@cantoncatholic.org 
Mike Mahan 
Director of Youth Ministry 
mike@cantoncatholic.org 

Maria White                                 
Director of Music 

                     mwhite@cantoncatholic.org             
Greg Pando                       
Director of Operations and Facilities                      
gpando@cantoncatholic.org  

  Anne Guerini 
Director of Finance 

aguerini@cantoncatholic.org 

Prayers for the Living 
 

Going forward and for your         
convenience, we will be implementing 
a  Prayer Book for the Living at both St. 
Gerard and St. John Parishes. If you 
would like to add a person to this 
prayer book, please write their in the 
book found at the back of the church. 
We will still post the names in the bulletin, but it will on 
a two-week rotation. Please call 781-828-3420 to have 
names included in the bulletin. Thank you. 

St. John the Evangelist School 
696 Washington Street 

781-828-2130 
Dr. Chris Flieger, Ed.D.   
Principal  
chris.flieger@sjscanton.org 

Suzanne Sullivan  
Administrative Assistant 

suzanne.sullivan@sjscanton.org 

Saint Mary Cemetery 
Randolph Street 

Canton, Massachusetts 
 
 
 

 
For cemetery information, please contact  
Barbara McKenney at 781-828-0090 x311 

Get Social with Us! 
/cantoncatholic                          cantoncatholic.org 

Gospel Giving Thank you 
St. Vincent de Paul 

 

 
 

Thank you to all donors—the Religious Education Program 
and Canton Catholic Women’s Club for the Gospel Giving 
donations directed to the St. Vincent de Paul Society 
food pantry.  By your continued support and generosity 
you will be helping many local families receive the       
necessities of life. 
 
Your participation in this Lenten program is a wonderful 
example of giving of oneself in time, talent and steward-
ship. 

 
Our wish is for a blessed and holy Lenten season to all! 

 
Gratefully yours, 

Members of the St. Vincent de Paul Society 
Canton Catholic Community 

Be sure to follow Canton Catholic         
Community’s NEW Facebook page for      
up-to-date information and Daily Lenten    
Offerings!  /cantoncatholic 
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Mass Times & Intentions 
 

St. Gerard Majella 
Saturday, March 14  
4:00pm  Ann Vanaria—Memorial  
Sunday, March 15 
8:30am Denise M. Cogliano—10th Anniversary 
10:30am John Hourihan, Sr.—Anniversary 
6:00pm For the People of Our Parish  
Monday, March 16  
9:00am   Marlene Ingemi—Memorial 
 Bernice & Gene Garwitz—Memorial  
Tuesday, March 17 
9:00am   All Souls in Purgatory  
Saturday, March 21  
4:00pm  Deborah Fralick—5th Anniversary  
Sunday, March 22 
8:30am Susan Federico 
10:30am Joseph Boyle—1st Anniversary 
6:00pm For the People of Our Parish  
 
 

St. John the Evangelist 
Saturday, March 14  
4:00pm  Knights of Columbus 
Sunday, March 15  
7:30am The People of Our Parish 
9:30am Laura Cali 
11:30am Carole Fitzgerald and Beverly Marano—1st  

Anniversary  
Wednesday, March 18 
9:00am   Virginia & Jack Hagerty—Memorial  
Thursday, March 19 
9:00am   Andrew Leary—Memorial 
Friday, March 20  
9:00am Barbara Tetrault 
Saturday, March 21  
4:00pm  Daniel DePrisco—2nd Anniversary  
Sunday, March 22  
7:30am The People of Our Parish 
9:30am James & Barbara Sherlock—Memorial 
11:30am Bennett Hurley—6th Anniversary  

Sacraments & Occasions 
 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
St. Gerard—Saturdays: 3:15-3:45 p.m.  
St. John—Saturdays: 3:00-3:45 p.m.  
 

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE Arrangements should 
be made six months in advance. Please contact the Parish 
office directly.  
 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM  
St. Gerard—2nd Sunday of the month at 1 p.m.  
St. John—1st Sunday of the month at 2 p.m.  
 

EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT*  

St. Gerard—*During Lent, Exposition will take place 
during Stations of the Cross. 
 

DAILY ROSARY  
St. Gerard—Mondays, Tuesdays at 8:30 a.m. before Mass 
and Monday evenings at 7:30 
St. John—Wednesdays, Thursdays & Fridays at 8:30 a.m. 
before Mass   
 

MASS & PRAYER MEETING   

St. Gerard—1st & Last Tuesdays at 7:30 p.m. 
 

AA MEETINGS 
St. Gerard—Saturdays at 10:30 a.m. in Church Hall 
St. John—Fridays at 7:30 p.m.  

Funeral Masses were recently offered for: 
 

Nancy Keezer, Dorothy White and Barbara A’Hearn 
 

Kindly remember them and their families in your prayers. 
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DON’T FORGET TO 
SPRING AHEAD 

MARCH 8TH! 

Be sure to follow Canton Catholic         
Community’s NEW Facebook page for      
up-to-date information and Daily Lenten    
Offerings!  /cantoncatholic 

St. Gerard Passion Play! 
 
The first rehearsal for the Passion Play will be Monday, 
March 23rd at 6 p.m. Other rehearsals will be an-
nounced at a later date. 
 
Date of Passion Play: Palm Sunday, April 5th at 10:30 
a.m. at Saint Gerard's.  
 
For any questions please email stgerardsyouthminis-
try@gmail.com or text one of the committee heads    
 

Maria Femia 781-774-9739 
Sean Duffy 781-774-0713  

Grace Hannigan 781-364-0729 

mailto:stgerardsyouthministry@gmail.com
mailto:stgerardsyouthministry@gmail.com

