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Welcome 

Dear Friends, 

If you are old enough and grew up locally, you may remember the Blizzard of 1978. I will never forget that weeklong  
experience during which almost nothing seemed normal. We were homebound, cars were buried in driveways, everyone 
was home all a day and all night. Prior to the last few days I thought I would never experience something like it again. 
Well, to state the obvious, it looks like our collective experience fighting the spread and mitigating the effects of COVID-
19 will eclipse that memory.  

 

First of all, we need to agree that compliance with the letter and intent of Emergency Public Health measures is the   
morally correct choice. When I first heard of the announcement to suspend Masses late Friday afternoon my initial      
reaction was, “Why not wait until after the weekend?” Now, having had a friend explain (or make a valiant attempt at it) 
exponential math, I appreciate the necessity of, “flattening the curve,” so that an overwhelmed health care system doesn’t 
have to make painful decisions about who can and cannot be treated. Like St. Paul, a delayed conversation is better than 
none at all.  

 

The terms “communion” and “community” were derived from the same Greek word in an attempt to emphasize        
fellowship and an idealized sense of solidarity. For entirely logical and unavoidable reasons we cannot gather as a commu-
nity for prayer and worship. The bonds of community which spring from our shared faith in Jesus can endure such a 
temporary interruption. During this interregnum we can and will utilize technology to maintain our sacred bonds of com-
munity.  

 

CatholicTV (www.catholictv.org) will broadcast Sunday and Daily Mass. Check your channel guide or watch online. At St. 
Gerard’s and St. John’s we will livestream Sunday Mass at 4pm Saturday and that Mass will continue to be available on 
the internet. Visit our website or Facebook to watch. 

Like all priests throughout our Archdiocese I will be celebrating daily private masses during which I will be praying for 
you and for your intentions. The churches will remain open for private prayer during the day.  

 

As noted elsewhere on the website, members of the Canton Catholic Youth Group have generously made themselves 
available to assist and run errands for those, particularly the elderly, who may have difficulty getting to the market or 
drugstore. They offer and inspirational example of community. 

 

We will use social media to keep you updated. If you haven’t already, please feel free to sign up for our e-newsletter 
which will keep us current on Lenten activities and other relevant  developments. 

 

The Old Testament is an account of God fulfilling his promise to deliver his people from bondage to a new beginning in 
a new land. Nonetheless, there were times when his people felt he had forsaken them. Even when discouraged, we must 
never forget that God is present and welcomes our prayers for strength and perseverance.  

 

Be assured that you will be always in my prayers. The parish staff and community will continue to explore ways that tech-
nology enables us to maintain the bonds of community that define our common faith in Our Risen Lord.  

 

Yours in Christ, 

Father Tom 
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In the spirit of love and joy, the following babies were 
Baptized earlier this month. We welcome you to...  

Canton Catholic Community! 

 

Blake Christina Daly 
Declan James Grealish 
Tegan Faith McMillan 

Valentina Dayarid Ortiz 

March 22 ~ Fourth Sunday of Lent  

Jesus’ power and claims divide those who encounter him. He is the long-awaited one, and he heals all wounds, even giving 
sight to the blind. We can trust that Jesus can heal all the wounds of our lives, giving us sight to see and a light to follow 
in the darkness of sin. 

Face What’s Wrong 
by Praying Examen 
 

The fourth step in the 
Examen is contrition and 
repentance. 
 
We can repent on two different grounds. First, we realize 
how much God loves us and how we have hurt God and 
let Him down. So we repudiate the sin and hate it for love 
of God. We can also focus on the ugliness of the wrong 
we have done, and so we repudiate the sin and hate it, 
because it is hateful in itself. 
 
Today we often feel the sinful disorders in our culture 
more keenly than our own sins. We fret over failures 
more than we repent of them. Fretting sinks us into our 
selves; repentance opens us to God and stretches our car-
ing to include others. Repentance also drives us to do 
things differently. 
 
We repent when we name some act or attitude a sin. Then 
we admit our responsibility for that act or attitude. We 
acknowledge before God that I am the one who did this, and I 
did it freely. Admitting our sin, we repudiate it and set our-
selves to do things differently in the future. Note 
that repent is different from regret. Repenting is between me 
and God; regretting is mostly about me. 
 
Finally, in the Examen we confront the same hard fact 
about human existence that St. Paul faced: “I do not do 
the good I want, but the evil I do not want is what I 
do” (Romans 7:19). He kept sinning. But he accepted that 
God in Christ saved him. 
 
Christ does not save us from a theory. He saves us from 
the actual sins that we inevitably commit. Praise God! 
 

From Ashes to Glory- Lenten Examen at IgnatianSpirituality.com  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The SJS Gala is still taking place on March 28th from 

10am to 10pm through Mobile Online Bidding. 
 
We are offering prizes such as MBTA Commuter Parking 
Spot, Restaurant Gift Certificates, Concert Tickets, Yeti 
Coolers, Museum Passes and much, much more!  
 
To preview the auction items and purchase a Bidder 
Ticket visit www.sjscantongala.com  
 
Any questions? Please reach out to Jen Millington at 774-
226-5392 or jamillington@verizon.net  

SJS Gala 
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Stations of the Cross Cancelled 
Thank you to the volunteers who have 
participated in the Stations of the Cross. 
To those who had signed up to do     
future Stations, we will take a raincheck 
for next year!   

ONLINE GIVING made even easier from your 
smartphone! Scan the QR Code below for the parish 
(or parishes) you wish to create an account. Gifts are 
securely transferred from a credit card or bank ac-
count. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You can also signup by going to cantoncatholic.org 
and clicking the “Online Giving” tab. 

… that both Parishes have secure mailboxes?  

 
 
We’d like to thank those who have utilized these         
mailboxes to drop off their offertory envelopes and 
those who have done so by U.S. Mail. We appreciate 
your generosity and continued commitment! 
 
The mailbox at the Administrative Office at St. 
Gerard’s Rectory has a locked mailbox to the right of 
the front door. The mail slot at St. John’s Rectory to the 
left of the front door is also secure as items drop into 
a locked box.  
 
Thank you also to our Online Givers. We are inspired 
by our 30 new registrations we have received. We are 
infinitely grateful! 

 

All Music Ministry rehearsals are cancelled until   

further notice. Choir members, please keep an eye out 

for updates regarding online resources, which will be 

emailed out to you in the future…  

ATTENTION SENIOR CITIZENS: 
The Canton Catholic Youth Ministry, consistent with its    
tradition of community service and outreach, is extending 
to all seniors and homebound in Canton, an offer to run 
errands and to pick up prescriptions or other essentials.  
 

Please contact us at welcome@cantoncatholic.org with 
your specific needs and contact information. You can also 
call and leave a message by dialing 781-828-3420 or      
781-828-0090. Someone will get back to you before the 
end of the day. We will do our best to assist you during 
these uncertain times. 
 

To keep in touch with latest news and events, please    
follow us on Facebook @cantoncatholic and/or sign up 
for our E-newsletter by going to cantoncatholic.org and 
following the link under the “Parish Info” tab. 
 

God bless, 
The Canton Catholic Community Parishes of St. 
Gerard Majella and St. John the Evangelist  
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Parish Contacts 
St. Gerard Majella  St. John the Evangelist 
1860 Washington St. 700 Washington St. 

Canton, MA  02021 
781-828-3420 781-828-0090 

Fax: 781-828-2520                
Business affairs for both parishes are conducted at 

 1860 Washington Street (M-TH 9am-4pm) 

 
Clergy 

Reverend Thomas S. Rafferty, Pastor 
trafferty@cantoncatholic.org 
 
Deacon Daniel C. Nelson, THM, D. Min. 
dcndan@cantoncatholic.org 
*Deacon Dan Nelson is a certified Spiritual Director. Please contact him at 
781-828-3420 x325 

 
Parish Staff  

Lisa Wilson 
Executive Assistant  
lisa@cantoncatholic.org 

Barbara McKenney 
Ministry Coordinator 

bmckenney@cantoncatholic.org 
Nancy T. Cunniff, MA 
Director of Faith Formation & Liturgy-St. John 
ncunniff@cantoncatholic.org 

Erin Sullivan                         
Director of Religious Education-St. Gerard              

erin@cantoncatholic.org 
Mike Mahan 
Director of Youth Ministry 
mike@cantoncatholic.org 

Maria White                                 
Director of Music 

                     mwhite@cantoncatholic.org             
Greg Pando                       
Director of Operations and Facilities                      
gpando@cantoncatholic.org  

  Anne Guerini 
Director of Finance 

aguerini@cantoncatholic.org 

Prayers for the Living 
 

Going forward and for your         
convenience, we will be implementing 
a  Prayer Book for the Living at both St. 
Gerard and St. John Parishes. If you 
would like to add a person to this 
prayer book, please write their in the 
book found at the back of the church. 
We will still post the names in the bulletin, but it will on 
a two-week rotation. Please call 781-828-3420 to have 
names included in the bulletin. Thank you. 

St. John the Evangelist School 
696 Washington Street 

781-828-2130 
Dr. Chris Flieger, Ed.D.   
Principal  
chris.flieger@sjscanton.org 

Suzanne Sullivan  
Administrative Assistant 

suzanne.sullivan@sjscanton.org 

Saint Mary Cemetery 
Randolph Street 

Canton, Massachusetts 
 
 
 

 
For cemetery information, please contact  
Barbara McKenney at 781-828-0090 x311 

Get Social with Us! 
/cantoncatholic                          cantoncatholic.org 

St Gerard’s will NOT be serving dinner at the       
Mainspring Homeless Shelter on March 28th.  
 
HOWEVER, donations of uncooked meatloaves, 
mashed potatoes, frozen vegetables, desserts, and salad 
ingredients will still be brought to the homeless  
shelter in Brockton. Please drop off these items to St. 
Gerard’s kitchen before 5:00 p.m. on Friday, March 27th 
or between 12:00-2:15 p.m. on Saturday, March 28th. 
Please call Mary Ellen with any questions at 617-921-
5737.  
 
As always, thank you for your generosity! 
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Sacraments & Occasions 
 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
St. Gerard—Saturdays: 3:15-3:45 p.m.  
St. John—Saturdays: 3:00-3:45 p.m.  
 

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE Arrangements should 
be made six months in advance. Please contact the Parish 
office directly.  
 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM  
St. Gerard—2nd Sunday of the month at 1 p.m.  
St. John—1st Sunday of the month at 2 p.m.  
 

EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT*  

St. Gerard—*During Lent, Exposition will take place 
during Stations of the Cross. 
 

DAILY ROSARY  
St. Gerard—Mondays, Tuesdays at 8:30 a.m. before Mass 
and Monday evenings at 7:30 
St. John—Wednesdays, Thursdays & Fridays at 8:30 a.m. 
before Mass   
 

MASS & PRAYER MEETING   

St. Gerard—1st & Last Tuesdays at 7:30 p.m. 
 

AA MEETINGS 
St. Gerard—Saturdays at 10:30 a.m. in Church Hall 
St. John—Fridays at 7:30 p.m.  

Mass Times & Intentions 

 
St. Gerard Majella 

Saturday, March 21  
4:00pm  Deborah Fralick—5th Anniversary  
Sunday, March 22 
8:30am Susan Federico 
10:30am Joseph Boyle—1st Anniversary 
6:00pm For the People of Our Parish  
Monday, March 23  
9:00am   Edward O’Keefe—14th Anniversary  
Tuesday, March 24 
9:00am   All Souls in Purgatory  
Saturday, March 28  
4:00pm  Thomas Raymond Long—11th Anniversary  
Sunday, March 29 
8:30am Louise Noris—Memorial  
10:30am John  Hufnagle—10th Anniversary and 
 Dorothy Hufnagle—Month’s Mind  
6:00pm For the People of Our Parish  
 
 

St. John the Evangelist 
Saturday, March 21  
4:00pm  Daniel DePrisco—2nd Anniversary  
Sunday, March 22  
7:30am The People of Our Parish 
9:30am James & Barbara Sherlock—Memorial 
11:30am Bennett Hurley—6th Anniversary  
Wednesday, March 25 
9:00am   Virginia & Jack Hagerty—Memorial  
Thursday, March 26 
9:00am   Sister Helen Louise Williams—Living Intention  
Friday, March 27  
9:00am Carol Wontz—Memorial 
Saturday, March 28  
4:00pm  Margaret Hogan—30th Anniversary  
Sunday, March 29  
7:30am The People of Our Parish 
9:30am Federick McCabe—Memorial 
11:30am Dick O’Brien—5th Anniversary  

Canton Catholic Community                                 St. Gerard Majella † St. John the Evangelist 

DON’T FORGET TO 
SPRING AHEAD 

MARCH 8TH! 
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For members of our Canton Catholic Community, 
Fr. Rafferty will be livestreaming Mass on Saturdays at 
4:00 p.m.  
 
Visit us at facebook.com/cantoncatholic for the live 
broadcast. A recording of this Mass will be available 
on YouTube, the link of which will be posted on our 
website at cantoncatholic.org as well as Facebook and 
Instagram at /cantoncatholic.   
 
Daily Mass is provided by the Archdiocese of     Bos-
ton by visiting CatholicTV.org/Masses.  
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Message from Pope Francis: 
 
 
 “During these difficult days we can find small, 

concrete gestures expressing closeness and   

concreteness towards the people closest to us, a 

caress for our grandparents, a kiss for our     

children, for the people we love. These are     

important, decisive gestures. If  we live these 

days like this, they won't be wasted.”  


