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Welcome 

 

Dear Friends, 

 

This weekend we celebrate Palm Sunday. It breaks my heart that we cannot celebrate the Palm Procession we had 
planned for the 10:30 Mass at St. Gerard’s with the Passion Gospel acted out by the young men and women who 
had been preparing to do so. Similarly, the music we planned, and the distribution of palms can’t take place.   

 

Deacon Dan, Nancy Cunniff and I discussed a variety of ways to creatively distribute palms during this period of        
isolation. The consensus however of health experts is there is no safe way to do so. Please see the most recent              
E-newsletter which suggests holding up an alternative branch for the Livestream Mass as a practical alternative.  

 

Our livestreamed Masses on Facebook which are also available on YouTube from our website offer an opportunity for 
virtual worship. While we may lack certain production capabilities at the parish level, it has enabled us to maintain a sense 
of community during this period of uncertainty. We are working diligently to ensure that we can do the same for Holy 
Week.  

 

If you are not presently receiving or aware of the Canton Catholic Community E-newsletter, please sign up for it via the 
link on our website. It was originally intended to be an occasional communication, but we have been producing weekly 
editions during the present pandemic. You are welcome to sign up. Additionally, we are working on a way for me offer 
occasional messages on the website. As it is developed details will be released through the website, Facebook or the     
bulletin.   

 

We are about to celebrate Holy Week. Because it will entail virtual celebrations, this year will be like no other we can   
remember. Let’s combine the best of modern technology, our bonds of community, and the gifts of the Holy Spirit to 
jointly celebrate this most holy season.  
 

 

Yours in Christ, 

Father Tom 

 

April 5 ~ Palm Sunday  

As we remember the suffering and death of Jesus, we are drawn more deeply into the mystery of God’s steadfast love for 
all humanity: God so loved the world that he sent his only Son that all may be saved. 
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“If  you can't go to confession, take your 

sorrow directly to God.”...Pope Francis 

Seeking to bring God’s mercy and consolation to people everywhere 

during the coronavirus pandemic, Pope Francis has authorized the 

granting of a plenary indulgence under specific conditions to all the 

faithful who are victims of coronavirus, as well as to their family 

members, health workers, and all others who care for them, in-

cluding those who simply pray for them.  

VATICAN CITY (CNS) -- People who cannot get to 

confession because of the coronavirus lockdown or an-

other serious reason can go to God directly, be specific 

about their sins, request pardon and experience God's 

loving forgiveness, Pope Francis said. 

"This is the right time, the opportune moment. An act 

of contrition done well, and our souls will become 

white like the snow," the Pope said March 20 during his 

livestreamed morning Mass. 

Pope Francis began the Mass by praying again for doc-

tors, especially in northern Italy, where the COVID-19 

pandemic still is infecting thousands and leading to the 

deaths of hundreds of people each day. 

The first reading at Mass March 20 was from Hosea, 

and it encourages people to return to the Lord with all 

their hearts, recognizing their sins and letting God for-

give them, the Pope said in his homily. 

"Return to your father who is waiting for you," the 

Pope said. "The God of tenderness will heal us; he will 

heal us of the many, many wounds of life and the many 

ugly things we have done. Each of us has our own!" 

God welcomes every repentant sinner with open arms, 

he said. "It's like going home." 

Lent is a special time "to let God wash us, purify us, to 

let God embrace us," the Pope said, and the best place 

for that is the confessional. 

                                                                                

"But many people today would tell me, 'Father, where 

can I find a priest, a confessor, because I can't leave the 

house? And I want to make peace with the Lord, I want 

him to embrace me, I want the Father's embrace.'" 

The Pope said his response would be, "Do what the 

Catechism (of the Catholic Church) says. It is very clear: 

If you cannot find a priest to confess to, speak directly 

with God, your father, and tell him the truth. Say, 'Lord, 

I did this, this, this. Forgive me,' and ask for pardon 

with all your heart." 

Make an act of contrition, the Pope said, and promise 

God, "'I will go to confession afterward, but forgive me 

now.' And immediately you will return to a state of 

grace with God." 

The Catechism of the Catholic Church, N. 1452, says: 

"When it arises from a love by which God is loved 

above all else, contrition is called 'perfect' -- contrition 

of charity. Such contrition remits venial sins; it also ob-

tains forgiveness of mortal sins if it includes the firm 

resolution to have recourse to sacramental confession 

as soon as possible." 

"As the catechism teaches," Pope Francis said, "you can 

draw near to God's forgiveness without having a priest 

at hand. Think about it. This is the moment."   

 

     The Boston Pilot 

 

 



Canton Catholic Community                                St. Gerard Majella † St. John the Evangelist 

 

 
Page 4  April 5, 2020 

 
† WITH GRATITUDE † 

 
As always, we are most grateful for all our            
parishioners do. May God bless you for your      
generosity and continued stewardship, and may He 
protect you and your families.    
 
We set a goal to register 100 new Online Givers this 
Spring. We are more than half way there thanks to 
our 55 families who recently registered for Online 
Giving! We are inspired by your initiative and    
generosity! 
 
Similar to you, we are continuing to work diligently to         
navigate the unknown and potential financial implications of 
this crisis as it affects us currently and in the future. Online 
Giving is integral to the sustainability of our parishes and we 
thank you!  
 
 

 

 
To register for online giving, 
please click the image below or 
go to cantoncatholic.org and 
click the “Online Giving” tab. 

 

 

 

 

 

ATTENTION ALL SENIOR CITIZENS 
AND HOMEBOUND! 

 
The Canton Catholic Youth Ministry is continuing to extendg 
to all seniors and homebound in Canton, an offer to run 
errands and to pick up prescriptions or other essentials.  
 

Please contact us at welcome@cantoncatholic.org with 
your specific needs and contact information. You can 
also call and leave a message by dialing 781-828-3420 or 
781-828-0090. Someone will get back to you before the 
end of the day. We will do our best to assist you during 
these uncertain times. 
 

God bless, 
The Canton Catholic Community Parishes of St. 
Gerard Majella and St. John the Evangelist  

St. Mary Cemetery 
 

St. Mary Cemetery staff is sensitive to the concerns of 
COVID-19. Although staff members are working        
remotely we are still available by telephone or email. 
Please know that we continue to be here to serve the 
community (while following protocol outlined by       
government restrictions and guidelines) and continue to 
function for grave openings.  If you have any questions or 
require info, please contact Barbara McKenney on 781-
828-0090 or bmckenney@cantoncatholic.org.  
Stay safe, stay healthy…          

 

https://osvonlinegiving.com/3065
https://osvonlinegiving.com/4898
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Parish Contacts 
 

St. Gerard Majella  St. John the Evangelist 
1860 Washington St. 700 Washington St. 

Canton, MA  02021 
781-828-3420   781-828-0090 

Fax: 781-828-2520                
Business affairs for both parishes are conducted at 

 1860 Washington Street (M-TH 9am-4pm) 
 

Clergy 
Reverend Thomas S. Rafferty, Pastor 
trafferty@cantoncatholic.org 
 
Deacon Daniel C. Nelson, THM, D. Min. 
dcndan@cantoncatholic.org 
*Deacon Dan Nelson is a certified Spiritual Director. Please con-
tact him at 781-828-3420 x325 
 

Parish Staff  
Lisa Wilson 
Executive Assistant  
lisa@cantoncatholic.org 

Barbara McKenney 
Ministry & Funeral Coordinator 

bmckenney@cantoncatholic.org 
Nancy T. Cunniff, MA 
Director of Faith Formation & Liturgy-St. John 
ncunniff@cantoncatholic.org 

Erin Sullivan                         
Director of Religious Education-St. Gerard              

erin@cantoncatholic.org 
Mike Mahan 
Director of Youth Ministry 
mike@cantoncatholic.org 

Maria White                                 
Director of Music 

                     mwhite@cantoncatholic.org            
Greg Pando                       
Director of Operations and Facilities                      
gpando@cantoncatholic.org  

  Anne Guerini 
Director of Finance 

aguerini@cantoncatholic.org 

St. John the Evangelist School 
696 Washington Street 

781-828-2130 
 

Dr. Chris Flieger, Ed.D.   
Principal  
chris.flieger@sjscanton.org 

Suzanne Sullivan  
Administrative Assistant 

suzanne.sullivan@sjscanton.org 

Saint Mary Cemetery 
Randolph Street 

Canton, Massachusetts 
 
 
 
 

For cemetery information, please contact  
Barbara McKenney at 781-828-0090 x311 

Get Social with Us! 
/cantoncatholic                          cantoncatholic.org 

St. Mary Cemetery 
What is a Columbarium? 

 

As you stroll through the St. Augustine section of St. 
Mary Cemetery, you will notice a three-wall granite 
structure.    

St. Mary’s Cemetery on Randolph Street, maintained 
and operated by St. John Parish, has a beautiful granite         
columbarium with niches available for purchase. The       
columbarium choice has a pricing schedule which is “all-
inclusive”—covering the right of burial, the opening, and 
engraving of the granite front plate.   

If this is a choice for you, or one that you are considering, 
please call Barbara McKenney at the Canton Catholic 
Community Administrative Office at 781-828-0090 x311. 

This is a columbarium—it’s an above-ground building or wall that houses 
spaces to respectfully repose the ashes of those who have been cremated. 
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Sacraments & Occasions 
 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
St. Gerard—Saturdays: 3:15-3:45 p.m.  
St. John—Saturdays: 3:00-3:45 p.m.  
 

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE Arrangements should 
be made six months in advance. Please contact the Parish 
office directly.  
 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM  
St. Gerard—2nd Sunday of the month at 1 p.m.  
St. John—1st Sunday of the month at 2 p.m.  
 

EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT*  

St. Gerard—*During Lent, Exposition will take place 
during Stations of the Cross. 
 

DAILY ROSARY  
St. Gerard—Mondays, Tuesdays at 8:30 a.m. before Mass 
and Monday evenings at 7:30 
St. John—Wednesdays, Thursdays & Fridays at 8:30 a.m. 
before Mass   
 

MASS & PRAYER MEETING   

St. Gerard—1st & Last Tuesdays at 7:30 p.m. 
 

AA MEETINGS 
St. Gerard—Saturdays at 10:30 a.m. in Church Hall 
St. John—Fridays at 7:30 p.m.  

Mass Times & Intentions 

St. Gerard Majella 
Saturday, April 4  
4:00pm  Adia Serene Bazile—Living Intention  
Sunday, April 5 
8:30am Edward Duffy—(20th Anniversary and Allison Duffy—

14th Anniversary  
10:30am Ronald & Helen Pasquarosa —Memorial  
6:00pm For the People of Our Parish  
Monday, April 6  
9:00am   —  
Tuesday, April 7 
9:00am   — 
Saturday, April 11— Holy Saturday  
4:00pm  No Intentions 
Sunday, April 12—Easter Sunday 
8:30am } 
10:30am  }No Intentions 
6:00pm }  

St. John the Evangelist 
Saturday, April 4  
4:00pm  Alan (Bucky) Doody, Sr. and Alan Doody, Jr. 
Sunday, April 5  
7:30am Mary E. Ronan  
9:30am Agnes & Walter Kempa—Memorial 
11:30am Amerigo DiNicola  
Wednesday, April 8 
9:00am   Janice Quirk—Memorial 
Thursday, April 9—Holy Thursday 
9:00am   No Intentions 
Friday, April 10 —Good Friday 
9:00 No Intentions 
Saturday, April 11—Holy Saturday  
4:00pm  No Intentions. 
Sunday, April 12—Easter Sunday  
7:30am } 
9:30am  }No Intentions 
11:30am } 
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DON’T FORGET TO 
SPRING AHEAD 

MARCH 8TH! 
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VIRTUAL MASS EVERY SATURDAY AT 4 P.M. 
ON FACEBOOK LIVE 

Join Fr. Rafferty and Deacon Dan Live on facebook.com/
cantoncatholic.  You can watch at a later time on YouTube 
by clicking here bit.ly/CantonCCYouTube or searching for 
“Canton Catholic Community.” 
 

Daily Mass is provided by the Archdiocese of Boston by 
visiting CatholicTV.org/Masses.  
 

Mass intentions will be prayed for daily at unscheduled 
Masses for the needs of our parish and for the world as 
decreed to meet health directives.  
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CLOSURES AND OFFICE HOURS 
 
 

St. Gerard and St. John churches will remain locked 
until further notice. We feel this is necessary in order 
to do our part during this pandemic. 
 

The Administrative Office is not closed. However, in 
an effort to promote social distancing, the staff will be   
working remotely. Please continue to contact us 
by email or phone. We will be checking messages and 
emails and will respond to you before the end of the 
day during regular business hours (Monday-Thursday 
9 a.m.-4:00 p.m.).  
 
For St. John’s and funeral matters, please call:         
781-828-0090 x11. For St. Gerard’s and the full menu 
of ALL (STM & SJE) staff extensions call: 781-828-
3420.  

Funeral services were recently offered for: 
 

Sheila “Pat” Morgan, Bertha Balsamo, and John Mitchell 
 

Kindly remember them and their families in your prayers. 

https://www.facebook.com/cantoncatholic/
https://www.facebook.com/cantoncatholic/
https://bit.ly/CantonCCYouTube

