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Welcome 

Dear Friends, 

 
In this Sunday’s Gospel Jesus invites us to unburden ourselves of  the yokes that weigh us down and he 
will offer rest. I don’t think I’ve ever seen a yoke in use. I have seen them mounted on barn walls as 
they’re more likely to decorative in today’s mechanical era. In photos most of  us have probably seen 
them placed upon horses or oxen in early America. In Jesus’ time however, they were often placed on 
human beings for plowing. As difficult as that is to imagine it was often very hot there. Jesus thus offers 
this imagery to make the point that he wants to help us bear the heaviest of  life’s burdens: health and 
economic worries; grief; and despair. 
 
The recent outbreak of  coronavirus cases in many states has been a sobering reminder that we cannot 
let up in our      vigilance against the pandemic. This is unsettling because the reduction in deaths and 
hospitalizations in Massachusetts, and the summer weather, were sources of  some optimism. The bur-
den of  worrying about the virus, for ourselves and our loved ones, remains. Like a heavy yoke in the hot 
sun, Jesus wants to help us bear that burden. Let us ask him for strength and perseverance. 
 
Best wishes for a happy Fourth of  July celebration. 
 

Father Tom 

Jesus’ kingship is one of mercy 
with humility and compassion for 
all who struggle.  
 
In the kingship of Jesus, we      
celebrate his humility and         
gentleness, and in a particular way, 
his understanding of the blessings 
of children. His dominion is not 
one of power and control, but of a 
servant who lifts up the fallen and 
raises all who are burdened; he is 
gracious and merciful.  

July 5 ~ Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time  
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CANTON’S OWN RECEIVES SACRAMENT OF HOLY ORDERS 
 
It was about eight years into my ministry when Kevin Sullivan got        
involved with our Youth Ministry program. What was amazing about 
Kevin, a freshman at the time, is whenever he participated in any event, it 
was like another adult was there. He was mature beyond his age and his 
take-charge attitude was remarkable. An example is when we were    
working Christmas in the City, founder, Jake Kennedy, was seeking    
Kevin's counsel long before mine.  From there, Kevin helped grow our 
Youth Ministry program,.  
 
Two years ago I got an emergency call from a friend whose mother was dying. The mother did not want      
prayers for the sick. My friend wanted someone to say prayers. I knew Kevin was visiting his father. When I 
reached out to him at 8 p.m., without hesitation he joined me and made the prayer service so special.  
 
On June 27th, Kevin was ordained as the youngest Deacon in his North Carolina Archdiocese and appointed at 
UNC Newman Parish, Chapel Hill. It is with great pride that I am letting you know that I have full  confidence 
when I say the Catholic Church will be stronger because of him. 
 
Mike Mahan 
Director of Youth Ministry 
Canton Catholic Community 

Kevin M. Sullivan Ordained Deacon  
June 27, 2020 

Diocese of Raleigh 

UNC Chapel Hill shares their excitement on 

their Facebook page! 

“...the Catholic Church will be 

stronger because of  him.” 

Mike Mahan 

 

To read more, please go to:  https://dioceseofraleigh.org/news/bishop-ordains-15-permanent-diaconate  

https://dioceseofraleigh.org/news/bishop-ordains-15-permanent-diaconate


 Canton Catholic Community                     St. Gerard Majella † St. John the Evangelist 

 

 
Page 4 14th Sunday in Ordinary Time July 5, 2020 

Parish Contacts 
 

St. Gerard Majella  St. John the Evangelist 
1860 Washington St. 700 Washington St. 

Canton, MA  02021 
781-828-3420   781-828-0090 

Fax: 781-828-2520                
Our business office is located at: 

 1860 Washington Street (M-TH 9am-4pm) 
 

Clergy 
Reverend Thomas S. Rafferty, Pastor 
trafferty@cantoncatholic.org 
 
Deacon Daniel C. Nelson, THM, D. Min. 
dcndan@cantoncatholic.org 
*Deacon Dan Nelson is a certified Spiritual Director. Please contact him 
at 781-828-3420 x325 
 

Parish Staff  
Lisa Wilson x300 
Executive Assistant  
lisa@cantoncatholic.org 
Barbara McKenney x311 
Ministry & Funeral Coordinator 
bmckenney@cantoncatholic.org 
Nancy T. Cunniff, MA x203 
Collaborative Director of Faith Formation 
ncunniff@cantoncatholic.org 
Erin Sullivan x305                         
Coordinator of Elementary Religious Education            
erin@cantoncatholic.org 
Mike Mahan Collaborative Director of Youth Ministry 
mike@cantoncatholic.org 
Maria White x216                                 
Director of Music 
mwhite@cantoncatholic.org             
Greg Pando x312                      
Director of Operations and Facilities                      
gpando@cantoncatholic.org  
Anne Guerini x315 
Director of Finance 
aguerini@cantoncatholic.org 

St. John the Evangelist School 
696 Washington Street 

781-828-2130 
 

Dr. Chris Flieger, Ed.D.   
Principal  
chris.flieger@sjscanton.org 

Suzanne Sullivan  
Administrative Assistant 

suzanne.sullivan@sjscanton.org 

Saint Mary Cemetery 
Randolph Street 

Canton, Massachusetts 
 

 
For cemetery information, please 

contact Barbara McKenney at  
781-828-0090 x311 

Connect with Canton Catholic Community!  
 

 

Mass Times & Intentions 
 

St. John the Evangelist 
 

Saturday livestream Mass at 4:00 p.m. 
To watch the Mass via livestream go to: facebook.com/
cantoncatholic.  If you prefer to watch at another time, 
the link to the Mass will be available on Sunday mornings 
on our YouTube channel by clicking here:  
bit.ly/CantonCCYouTube  
 

St. Gerard Majella 
 
Sunday Outdoor Masses* at 10 a.m. 
 
*Outdoor Masses are weather permitting and cancellation will be 
posted on our website and other social media. 
 
Mass intentions for the week will be added to our new 
Prayer Wall (click here to view). Intentions will be prayed 
for daily at unscheduled Masses.  

Canton Catholic Community’s First Communion 
and Confirmation dates will be as follows: 

First Communion: 
Saturday, July 11 at 10:00 am St. John’s 
Saturday, July 11 at 12:00 pm at St. John’s 
Saturday, July 18 at 10:00 am at St. Gerard’s  
Saturday, July 18 at 12:00 pm at St. Gerard’s 
 

Confirmation: 
St. Gerard—Sunday, July 12 at 4:00 pm 
St. John-—Sunday, July 19 at 4:00 pm 

https://www.instagram.com/cantoncatholic/
https://www.facebook.com/cantoncatholic/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCvZCJcaTb1g-bk4ON6y5Uow
https://www.facebook.com/cantoncatholic/
https://www.facebook.com/cantoncatholic/
https://bit.ly/CantonCCYouTube
https://padlet.com/ncunniff/PrayerWall

