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Welcome  

Dear Friends, 

 

I don’t think anyone is surprised to learn that I began attending daily Mass during Lent in High 

School. At BC High, and later at Boston College, they made it easy with Masses offered before school, 

during lunch periods, (boy were they fast – we still had time to eat!) and after school. I kept up the 

practice of attending daily Mass during Lent until I began attending Mass every day in my mid-

thirties. Celebrating daily Mass, and getting to know the folks who attend, has been one of the great 

joys of my priesthood.  

 

However, we are now living amidst a pandemic. I fear that offering, or encouraging, participation at 

daily Mass is dangerous and disregards the threat of the coronavirus. There are a few parishes, and it 

is important to note, only a few, who are celebrating daily Mass. The dispensation from Sunday Mass 

attendance remains in effect. It is safest for most people, especially the aged and vulnerable, to limit 

excursions outside of home. Is it boring? Yes, as all of my elderly relatives repeatedly remind me. But 

as we look at what is happening with Major League Baseball, and confront the reality that maintain-

ing masks and social distancing during summertime is more challenging, it becomes all the more im-

portant that we minimize our risk of exposure. 

 

We are offering daily Mass on Wednesday at St. Gerard’s and on Thursday at St. John’s. This is pri-

marily to offer an opportunity for parishioners to receive the Eucharist who don’t feel safe encounter-

ing larger crowds at the weekend Masses. While Deacon Dan and I are happy to celebrate Mass with 

a congregation, please do not feel any obligation to join us. Present or not, you will be in our prayers. 

We will pray at those masses, as we do at all we celebrate, for you and your intentions.  

 

I am repeatedly moved by the many notes and letters I’ve received accompanying your generous gifts 

to support our parishes that express your desire to participate in the Mass. I miss you just as much. 

Watch us on Facebook or YouTube until it is safe to return. Stay healthy. Don’t let your guard down 

during the heat. Stay in touch. 

 

Yours in Christ, 

Father Tom 

 August 2 ~ Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time  
 

Christ gives us all we need to feed those he calls us to serve. 

 

Today’s readings call us, like the disciples, to feed others – but only after having been nourished    

ourselves. We are invited to delight in rich fare, feasting on the love of God that is stronger than 

death. In responding to God’s call, we can trust that Christ will give us all we need to carry out his 

commands. 
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Saint Mary Cemetery 

 
Recently we have experienced an increase in  interest and sales at St. Mary Cemetery. We currently 

have single in-ground burial lots and columbarium niches available for purchase.  Our side-by-side 

double lots are also available in lesser quantity. If you are considering purchasing lots at St. Mary’s, 

this is a good time to view what we have available. 

 

Pre-need cemetery lot purchase provides peace of mind, comfort and assurance to you and your     

family. If you are considering St. Mary Cemetery as a final resting place, you may schedule a visit by 

contacting Barbara McKenney at 781-828-0090 x311. In respect of current COVID-19 conditions and 

following  safety guidelines, we have devised an easy plan to view, purchase, and follow-up. We look       

forward to working with you. For pricing information and general questions, you may also email:  

bmckenney@cantoncatholic.org. 
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The 28th Annual Pope St. John XXIII National Seminary Golf Tournament is scheduled for Monday, 

August 31st, at The Weston Golf Club.  This premier charity event is held to benefit the educational 

program for the seminarians.  Tuition covers only half the cost of educating a seminarian and the   

proceeds from this tournament will help bridge the gap and keep the cost of educating them          

affordable. The $250 player entry includes boxed lunch, 18 holes of golf with cart, hole in one prizes 

and a seminary themed gift. To register, call Kate Folan at 781-899-5500 or visit www.psjs.edu. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Friends:  

 

Once again this year, I will be running in Falmouth At Home, as a fundraiser for the Dana-Farber 

Cancer Institute, in honor of my late sister Jill. Due to the generosity of family, friends and parish-

ioners, we have raised over $125,000 these past eleven years for the Jimmy Fund. This year, runners 

will be mapping out their own race course on or around August 16 instead of running as a team in the 

Falmouth Road Race. I plan on running 8 miles in my hometown of Canton and continuing my efforts 

to support the great work of the Dana-Farber in research and patient care. 

 

If you wish to support me in this run, please visit my webpage at: http://danafarber.jimmyfund.org/goto/frbkp 

or you may send a donation to my attention, payable to the Dana-Farber Cancer Institute, to Sacred 

Heart Rectory, 386 Hancock St., Quincy, MA 02171. As I run, I also would be honored to pray for any 

of your loved ones who are living with cancer or have passed on from this disease, or for any of your 

prayer requests.  

 

Thank you so much for your prayerful support!  

~~Fr Bryan Parrish 

http://www.psjs.edu
http://danafarber.jimmyfund.org/goto/frbkp
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Please remember in your prayers the soul of: 

 

Sallyann Sweeney  
 

May she know the peace and joy 

of our heavenly Kingdom and 

may her soul rest in peace.  

SUPPORT CANTON CATHOLIC   
COMMUNITY!! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AmazonSmile is a way for you to support St. 

Gerard and St. John parishes every time you 

shop with Amazon. You will find the same     

Amazon you know and love, with the added bo-

nus that AmazonSmile will donate a portion of 

the price of eligible purchases to Canton     

Catholic Community!   

 

HERE'S HOW TO SHOP AND SET UP 

YOUR AMAZONSMILE ACCOUNT: 

 

1. Visit smile.amazon.com 

 

2. Sign in with your Amazon.com credentials 

 

3. Search & select the charity: Our Community 

is listed under Canton Catholic Community 

(please note: all donations will be split between 

the two parishes.) 

 

4. Start shopping! 

 

5. Add a bookmark for smile.amazon.com to 

make it even easier to return and start your 

shopping at AmazonSmile. 

The Bible says that if we have any needs whether they 

be physical, emotional, or spiritual, we should bring 

those to God through prayer and He will hear us. If 

there is anything in your life that you need from God, 

we would love to partner with you in prayer. To submit 

your prayers:  

 

1. Hover your smartphone camera over the QR code 

2. Click on the notification to bring 

you to the Padlet app. 

3. Once in Padlet, click on the pink 

plus symbol in the lower right-

hand corner of the screen to add 

your intention. 

 

 

 

 

 Visit our website at cantoncatholic.org/-online-giving 

and click on the Online Giving logo (SGM or SJE).  

 For your convenience, you can scan the appropriate 

QR code below with your smartphone. Open your 

camera app. Hold your device so that the QR code  

appears in the viewfinder and you will see a           

notification. Click on the notification to open the link. 

You will be taken to the Online Giving site for either 

SGM or SJE.   

 Click on ‘Set up New Account’  

 Set up your payment options, withdrawal dates, etc.  

 If you prefer, there is a “Quick Give” option to make a 

one-time donation.  

 

        St. Gerard Majella   St. John the Evangelist 

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/74-1616577
https://smile.amazon.com/
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/74-1616577
https://osvonlinegiving.com/4898
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Parish Contacts 

 

St. Gerard Majella  St. John the Evangelist 

1860 Washington St. 700 Washington St. 

Canton, MA  02021 

781-828-3420   781-828-0090 

Fax: 781-828-2520                

Business affairs for both parishes are conducted at 

 1860 Washington Street (M-TH 9am-4pm) 

 

Clergy 

 
Reverend Thomas S. Rafferty, Pastor x209 

rafferty@cantoncatholic.org 

 

Deacon Daniel C. Nelson, THM, D. Min. 

dcndan@cantoncatholic.org 

*Deacon Dan is a certified Spiritual Director. Please 

contact him at 781-828-3420 x325 
 

Parish Staff  

 
Lisa Wilson x300 

Executive Assistant  

lisa@cantoncatholic.org 

Barbara McKenney x311 

Ministry & Funeral Coordinator 

bmckenney@cantoncatholic.org 

Nancy T. Cunniff, MA x203 

Collaborative Director of Faith Formation 

ncunniff@cantoncatholic.org 

Erin Sullivan x305                         

Coordinator of Elementary Religious Education            

erin@cantoncatholic.org 

Maria White x216                                 

Director of Music 

mwhite@cantoncatholic.org             

Mike Mahan Collaborative Director of Youth Ministry 

mike@cantoncatholic.org 

Greg Pando x312                      

Director of Operations and Facilities                      

gpando@cantoncatholic.org  

Anne Guerini x315 

Director of Finance 

aguerini@cantoncatholic.org 

Saint Mary Cemetery 
Randolph Street 

Canton, Massachusetts 
 
 

For cemetery information, please 
contact Barbara McKenney at 781-828-0090 x311 

Connect with Canton Catholic Community!  
/cantoncatholic 

 
 

~ Mass Times ~ 
 

Weekend Mass Schedule: 

 

Saturday—4:00 p.m. @ St. John the Evangelist 

(indoor attendance—Reservations required*)  

 

Sunday—10:00 a.m. @ St. Gerard Majella 

(outdoors*) 

 

*This Mass will also be live-streamed. If you   decide 

to stay home, you may view Mass live on our         

Facebook page or later on our YouTube channel. 

 

*Weather permitting—please check our website or 

Facebook page for updates on Saturday evening. 

 

Weekday Mass Schedule: 

Reservations NOT required 

 

Wednesdays—9:00 a.m. @ St. Gerard Majella 

 

Thursdays—9:00 a.m. @ St. John the Evangelist 

 

 

~ Intentions ~ 
 
All weekly Mass intentions are added to our Prayer 

Wall and prayed for daily by Fr. Rafferty. Click here 

to view.  

St. John the Evangelist School 
696 Washington Street 

781-828-2130 
 
Dr. Chris Flieger, Ed.D.   
Principal  
chris.flieger@sjscanton.org 

https://www.facebook.com/cantoncatholic/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCvZCJcaTb1g-bk4ON6y5Uow
http://www.cantoncatholic.org
https://www.facebook.com/cantoncatholic/
https://padlet.com/ncunniff/PrayerWall
https://www.facebook.com/cantoncatholic/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCvZCJcaTb1g-bk4ON6y5Uow
https://www.instagram.com/cantoncatholic/

