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Welcome!  

 
Dear Friends, 
 
The national political conventions were held without crowds, baseball is being played in empty stadiums and St. 
Gerard’s annual Kids Camp was a virtual event this year. The pandemic is affecting us in many ways. The Canton 
Catholic Community of St. Gerard Majella and St. John the Evangelist parishes welcomes our new parochial vicar, 
Father James Ojo who will be moving in mid-week. Traditionally, a newly arrived priest speaks at all the weekend 
Masses as a way of us getting to know each other. We will have to try some new approaches this year. 
 
While the outdoor setting was ideal for reducing the spread of Covid, the weather will soon force us to begin  
celebrating Mass in church. We are presently developing a new schedule. The dispensation from attending Sunday 
Mass will remain in effect for some time. For many folks, particularly those most vulnerable to the virus, staying 
at home remains the safest and most practical choice. That is why we will continue to offer the livestream Mass.  
 
Covid-19 may delay the process of getting to know Father James but I have assured him that he will be warmly 
received in Canton. 
 
In Christ, 
 

Father Tom 

 ~ August 30 ~ 
Twenty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time  

 
 

Trust in and follow the way of Jesus. 
 
Peter can be excused for thinking as a human does, for he is human! But what gets him in trouble is his mis-
taken idea that he knows better than Jesus – that he knows better how Jesus ought to carry out his mission. 
This is reminiscent of the Fall: Pride in one’s own knowledge over that of God’s. We’re all susceptible to 
that, and Jesus reminds Peter – and us – that his way is the way. All we need to do is trust, and follow. 

Whether remote or in-person, families are 
getting ready to begin the 2020-21 school 
year. As they face the new academic year, 
we wish all students and their family’s a 
healthy transition! 
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How does the Catholic Appeal benefit  
our Community? 
 

Your gift to the Catholic Appeal will directly     

benefit the Canton Catholic Community by 

providing support to those most in need as well as 

enrichment and training for our parish programs 

and school.  

 

How can I donate to the Catholic         
Appeal? 

With the knowledge 
that many of you are 
also facing challenging     
financial  realities, and 
with concern for the  
people we serve, we 
hope that you will 
prayerfully consider 
making your gift to the 
2020 Catholic Appeal in 
one of the following 
ways: 
 

 If you receive a letter or email, respond     
using the pledge card or donation options.   

 Visit bostoncatholicappeal.org and click the 
blue donate button all the way to the right or 
just click the donate button below.  

 
Please write either St. Gerard or St. John in the 
“parish credit” space indicated. This is crucial so 
that your gift is properly credited to the Parish of 
your choice. 
 

This is our Church  
and when you support the Appeal,  

you support Canton Catholic Community! 
 

Thank you! 

 

 

 

  

Dear Saint Gerard’s Community: 
 

On September 1, I will begin my new ministry as   
Pastor of Saint Joseph Parish, Needham. This new  
assignment from Cardinal O’Malley means that I will 
be completing my service as Episcopal Vicar for   
Clergy and also as Rector of Our Lady of Good   
Voyage Seaport Shrine. It also means that I will be 
concluding my weekend Mass assistance at Saint 
Gerard’s. 
 

Although I am excited about this new assignment 
and returning again to life as a Pastor, I will certainly 
miss my weekend Masses and seeing all of you at 
Saint Gerard’s, as I have these past ten years. I always 
enjoyed coming home to Canton and considered it a 
privilege to celebrate Mass with such a close knit and 
genuinely caring faith community. I am grateful to 
Fr. Sullivan, Fr. Copp and Fr. Rafferty for giving me 
this opportunity. I can assure you that during those 
early years, as I was missing parish life, you were a life
-saver to me!  
 

Please know that you will remain fondly in my 
thoughts and prayers. I ask you in your charity to 
please pray for me as I begin this new chapter in my 
life as a priest. Until we meet again, may Jesus Christ 
be praised! 
 

God bless you, 
Father Bryan Parrish 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001T9YoWfMoP9qs3sp1fHcF-ke-RLulqXzAElnxmPMB9K6PZYibeh3KL_GDzoBTRYYhOAJGfdlYTK5-fEnErm-4gRAajievoaQAZ_hblU8ccb8M-cGl11MDcUMrnWQQW1Ei_WmQTvZKRWq6lD20ifp37HsMDGbnqb1J&c=xDFuYLpJ2ZipsYE0E8c0nNQZoDQftcxpY6MRMWfgJoNGz5KnyS3pBw==&ch=dRvRA
https://41399.thankyou4caring.org/pages/bca-donations
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From the moment of their founding in 1882, charity has been the first principle of the Knights of             
Columbus.  They are men of faith and men of action. Worldwide in the last year alone, in addition to   
raising and donating more than $151 million to charitable needs and projects, Knights have volunteered 
more than 69 million hours of their time to charitable causes. They undertake these acts of charity       
because they see those in need through the eyes of faith. Moreover, the Knights of Columbus approach 
these acts of charity together. Pope Benedict XVI called this the “practice of love...as a community.”  
 
In Canton, the Fr. John J. Flatley Council of the Knights of Columbus is active in both St. Gerard Majella 
and St. John the Evangelist parishes of Canton Catholic Community, as well as in local charitable        
activities that include: 
 

 Operating semi-annual blood drives for the Red Cross 
 

 Providing direct financial support to many charities 
 

 Offering scholarships to graduating high school seniors (2020 Scholarships were awarded to Charles 
McNamara, Jr., Kyle Giouard, Kyle Fitzgerald, Lauren Manning and Peter Milne!) 

 

 Providing gifts at Christmas to needy children 
 

 Recognizing young people who serve as altar servers in local parishes 
 

 Annually honoring public servants of the Town of Canton 
 
*Knights of Columbus Council No. 2095 meetings are held remotely on the 2nd Thursday of each month. 

 

We thank our local chapter of K of C for their devotion to 
our Canton Catholic Community! 

Who Are the Knights of Columbus? 

Many people may not be aware of the many people, ministries and groups that make up our 
Canton Catholic Community. In the coming weeks, we will highlight a ministry and their role in 
our community. You may find opportunities to help a ministry in their endeavor or even join a 
ministry.  
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REMINDER 
 

St. Vincent de Paul i s  here for  you . We 
know that the need for assistance and food 
is year-round. If you or someone you know 
are in need, please call 781-828-0090 x205 
and leave your contact information.   
 

God Bless!  Stay safe, stay well… 

BAPTISM UPDATES! 
 

Congratulations to all the babies who were Baptized 
this summer. In the spirit of love and joy, we       
welcome Nora Elizabeth DiStefano, Brantley James 
Becker, Luke John Becker, Logan Scott Lund,       
Josephine Mena Novaco, Charlotte Jane Gibbons, 
Anne Elizabeth Besinger, and Matteo Gerardo 
LoPilato  to Canton Catholic Community!  

 
 

 
May God bless them and their  

families always. 

Please remember in your prayers the souls of: 
 

Ann Paradise and  
Lena Kenefick 

 

May they know the peace and 
joy of our heavenly Kingdom 
and may their souls rest in 
peace.  

Canton Catholic Community – Financial Update 
 
Thank you to all our parishioners for your support. During these uncertain times, we appreciate your   
continued generosity. 

New Fall Mass schedule coming soon!   
 
Thank you to the volunteers and parishioners 
for working together to provide safe and holy 
Masses! Masses will continue to have some 
restrictions and limited capacity due to social 
distancing guidelines. The 4:00 p.m. Saturday 
Mass at St. John’s will continue be recorded 
which can viewed on Facebook Live or 
watched on YouTube at a later time. Please 
visit our website’s homepage for current  guide-
lines and procedures - www.cantoncatholic.org 

https://www.facebook.com/cantoncatholic/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCvZCJcaTb1g-bk4ON6y5Uow
http://www.cantoncatholic.org/
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Parish Contacts 
 

St. Gerard Majella  St. John the Evangelist 
1860 Washington St. 700 Washington St. 

Canton, MA  02021 
781-828-3420   781-828-0090 

Fax: 781-828-2520                
Business affairs for both parishes are conducted at 

 1860 Washington Street (M-TH 9am-4pm) 
 

Clergy 
 

Reverend Thomas S. Rafferty, Pastor x209 
rafferty@cantoncatholic.org 
 
Deacon Daniel C. Nelson, THM, D. Min. 
dcndan@cantoncatholic.org 
*Deacon Dan is a certified Spiritual Director. Please 
contact him at 781-828-3420 x325 
 

Parish Staff  
 

Lisa Wilson x300 
Executive Assistant  
lisa@cantoncatholic.org 
 
Barbara McKenney x311 
Ministry & Funeral Coordinator 
bmckenney@cantoncatholic.org 
 
Nancy T. Cunniff, MA x203 
Collaborative Director of Faith Formation 
ncunniff@cantoncatholic.org 
 
Erin Sullivan x305                         
Coordinator of Elementary Religious Education            
erin@cantoncatholic.org 
 
Maria White x216                                 
Director of Music 
mwhite@cantoncatholic.org             
 
Mike Mahan Collaborative Director of Youth Ministry 
mike@cantoncatholic.org 
 
Anne Guerini x315 
Director of Finance 
aguerini@cantoncatholic.org 

Saint Mary Cemetery 
Randolph Street 

Canton, Massachusetts 
 
 

For cemetery information, please contact  
Barbara McKenney at 781-828-0090 x311 

Connect with Canton Catholic Community!  
/cantoncatholic 

 
 

~ Mass Times ~ 
 

Weekend Mass Schedule 
 

Saturday—4:00 p.m. @ St. John the Evangelist 

(indoor attendance—Reservations required*)  

 

Sunday—10:00 a.m. @ St. Gerard Majella 

(outdoors**) 

 

*The indoor Mass at SJE will also be live-streamed. If 

you decide to stay home, you may view Mass live on 

our Facebook page or later on our YouTube channel. 

 

**The outdoor Mass at SGM is weather permitting. 

Please check our website or Facebook page for        

updates on Saturday evening. 
 

Weekday Mass Schedule 

Reservations NOT required 
 
Wednesdays—9:00 a.m. @ St. Gerard Majella 
 
Thursdays—9:00 a.m. @ St. John the Evangelist 

 

~ Open for Prayer ~ 
 

Monday-Thursday—10:00-2:00 St. Gerard Majella 
Monday-Friday—10:00-2:00 St. John the Evangelist 

 

~ Intentions ~ 
 

All weekly Mass intentions are added to our Prayer 
Wall and prayed for by Fr. Rafferty. Click here to view.  

St. John the Evangelist School 
696 Washington Street 

781-828-2130 
 
Dr. Chris Flieger, Ed.D.   
Principal  
chris.flieger@sjscanton.org 

https://www.facebook.com/cantoncatholic/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCvZCJcaTb1g-bk4ON6y5Uow
http://www.cantoncatholic.org
https://www.facebook.com/cantoncatholic/
https://padlet.com/ncunniff/PrayerWall
https://www.facebook.com/cantoncatholic/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCvZCJcaTb1g-bk4ON6y5Uow
https://www.instagram.com/cantoncatholic/

