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Welcome!  
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 
As you are aware by now from the parish bulletin of     
August 9, I am Fr. James Makojuola Ojo, a priest of the 
catholic diocese of Idah, Nigeria, your new parochial vicar. 
I come from a large family. I am one of ten, seven girls and 
three boys. I was ordained on July 8, 1995 at the cathedral 
of St. Boniface Idah Kogi State. I had my early and under-
graduate education and seminary training in Nigeria. In 
2009, I went to Milltown Institute of Theology and     
Philosophy Dublin, Ireland to do a graduate program in 
Christian spirituality. Following my graduation with MA 
and acceptance by the Archdiocese of Boston, I moved to 
Boston in May, 2011.I was assigned to Brigham and  Wom-
en’s hospital as a staff chaplain upon the completion of 4 
units of Clinical Pastoral Education in 2012. I have served 
the community of the Brigham and Women’s    hospital in 
this  position until August 28, 2020.  
 
In the course of my 25 years of priesthood, I have held  
various positions in my home diocese of Idah. These     
include parish and school apostolates. I was the principal of 
my home diocesan minor seminary, St. Kizito Seminary for 
6 years; where I also graduated high school as one of the 
pioneering students in 1987. Because of this, St. Kizito 
Seminary remains dear to my heart to this day. It was here 
that my vocation to the priesthood was nurtured at an  
early age and has shaped my life’s journey till the present.  
 
For the last 10 years, I have been in residence at St. Mary of 
the Assumption parish/rectory. While here, I carried out 
weekend ministry in support of the pastor and in service to 
the community. I remain grateful to the community for 
the care and support over the years. While serving in both 
places, I have learned a lot about the United States, it’s 
people and culture. In January, I became a US citizen as 
well.  
 
As I take up ministry and residence in your community, I 
am honored and privileged to serve and become one of 
you in faith and fellowship. I thank Fr. Tom and his team 
for the warm welcome and collegial affection that he has 
shown me over the last few days. I join the Canton      
Catholic community with open heart, mind and humility 
to learn, work and journey with you all. So, I ask for your 
prayers as I commit you and your loved ones to the Lord. 
May the Lord who has begun this good work in and 
amongst us bring it to fulfillment. Amen. 

         Father James 

 
Dear Friends,  
 
This weekend we begin a new Mass schedule (see    
below and Page 6). The new schedule will be evaluated 
over time based on attendance and experience. I will 
miss the spirit and sense of community that         
characterized our outdoor Masses. You may recall that 
we began alternating between St. Gerard’s and St. 
John’s. It soon became apparent that the layout of St. 
Gerard’s campus was more conducive to a reverent 
celebration of the liturgy. We are grateful to everyone 
who helped set up each week. I suspect that long after 
the coronavirus is behind us we will fondly recall those 
Masses.  
 
We are also offering daily Mass again. It will be       
celebrated at 9am Monday and Tuesday at St. Gerard’s 
and at 9am Wednesday, Thursday and Friday at St. 
John’s. 
 
The Religious Education Program will offer on-sight 
and remote options. Nancy Cunniff will provide a 
brief update on the schedule and other changes      
necessitated by COVID for the coming school year. 
Even if you don’t have children in the program you 
will be most impressed by the program’s creativity and 
innovation. 
 
Yours in Christ, 

Father Tom 

At this time, we are not requiring reservations to   
attend weekend Masses. In the alterative, we will 
have a sign-in sheet. We ask if you could, please 
bring your own pen to speed up the check-in    
process. Once again, we appreciate your flexibility 
as we work to find the best solution for our Canton 
Catholic Community. God Bless. 
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 ~ September 13th —Twenty-fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time ~ 
 

Forgiveness is a choice that leads to life.   
 
Life always offers us choices – will we hold onto anger or choose to forgive? Will we live with a spirit of 
compassion or withhold mercy? Will we hold onto hurts and grievances or extend a hand in peace? Living 
out the commands of God is no easy task, but if we show mercy and forgiveness to others, we are         
assured of the same from our heavenly Father.   

Have you visited St. Mary Cemetery lately?  
 

Our maintenance staff has done a great job keeping St. Mary Cemetery        
manicured and looking beautiful! The weather is perfect for a stroll thru the    
cemetery. It is a peaceful and sacred space for a final resting place.  
 
 

If you are interested in learning more or scheduling an onsite social  distanced or 
virtual tour, please call Barbara at 781-828-0090 or email: 
bmckenney@cantoncatholic.org 
 

BAPTISM UPDATES 
 

Congratulations to all the babies who were Baptized 
this summer!  
 

In the spirit of love and joy, we 
welcome Nora Elizabeth DiStefano, 
Brantley James Becker, Luke John 
Becker, Logan Scott Lund,           
Josephine Mena Novaco, Charlotte 
Jane Gibbons, Anne Elizabeth    
Besinger, and Matteo Gerardo 
LoPilato to Canton Catholic Community!  
 

May God bless them and their  families always. 

Canton Catholic Community is pleased to announce 
the following marriages! 
 

Kaitlyn Hall & Korey Mahone-Crespi on 6/6/2020 
 

Alex Caulfield & William Cogswell on 8/8/2020 

 

Whether remote or in-person, families are getting 
ready to begin the 2020-21 school year. As they face 
the new academic year, we wish all students and their 
family’s a healthy transition! 

mailto:bmckenney@cantoncatholic.org
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NEW MASS SCHEDULE AND  
VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 

 
 
We’d like to thank our volunteers and parishioners who have been working together to provide a 
safe indoor Mass at St. John’s over the last few weeks! It is this spirit that we hope continues with 
the new Mass schedule. 
 
As we begin to add Masses, we will be in need of a volunteers at each weekend Mass. Please be 
on the look out for volunteer opportunities. Think about volunteering at a Mass that you would be 
attending anyway. The more volunteers, the less burden placed on those who always offer their 
time. Thank you. 

Many Parishioners may not be aware of the many ministries and groups that make up our Canton 
Catholic Community. In the coming weeks, we will highlight a ministry and their role in our      
community. You may find opportunities to help a ministry in their endeavors or even join a        
ministry (or two!).  For ministries already highlighted, please go to https://bit.ly/CCCBulletin. 

The Canton Catholic Women’s Club was started in 1950 by a dedicated group of women.  Our club was 
placed under the patronage of Our Lady of Perpetual Help.  We follow the words of Our Blessed Mother at 
Cana, “whatever He shall say to you, do ye”.  John 2. 1-11.   
 
The object of our organization is the advancement of our members in 
spiritual, charitable, cultural, and social fields of endeavor. During our 
70 years, friendships have continued to make our club strong and 
charitable each year.   
 
We have strived to increase our charitable donations each year. 
 
 We have given in the past, $500.00 and $1000.00 scholarships to 

deserving 8th grade students attending a Catholic High School. 

 Regular donations have been given to St. Vincent de Paul Society, 
and My Brother’s Keeper. 

 We assist Religious Education with Gospel and Lenten programs. 

 Christmas donations are given to deserving school and children’s 
organizations, plus religious and social groups as needed. 

 We have also donated to our churches supplies, linens, altar 
cloths.   

 Membership is open to all women from St. John’s and St. Gerard’s 
parishes, family and friends from other parishes who are interested 
in an organization dedicated to Our Blessed Mother. 

 
The Canton Catholic Women’s Club looks forward to our continued contribution to the  

Canton Catholic Community. 

The Canton Catholic Women’s Club 

https://bit.ly/CCCBulletin
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TRANSFORMED IN LOVE SCHEDULE 

 
Congratulations on your engagement! For the eight 
steps to take after becoming engaged, go to or click 
https://www.bostoncatholic.org/familylife/
engagedcouples  
 
Marriage preparation has been switched to a webinar 
format for the next couple of months to meet prevailing 
health guidelines. We are  monitoring the situation and 
will contact you should your scheduled date be 
changed from an in person to an online platform.     
Below is a list of dates and locations for the          
Archdiocese of Boston's marriage preparation,            
Transformed in Love. For registration and a complete 
list of dates offered by the  Pastoral Center, Parish 
Teams, and Centers, please go to: https://
www.bostoncatholic.org/familylife/transformedinlove.   
  

 Hosted by the Pastoral Center for 2019-2020     
  
September 18-19 (Webinar)  
October 16-17 (Webinar)   
November 20-21 (Webinar) 
 

Hosted by Parish Teams   

October 16-17 (Webinar), Plainville, St. Martha  
 

Hosted by Centers 

Oct. 9-10 and Dec. 11-12, St. Basil's, Methuen 
Oct. 9-10 and Nov. 13-14, Paulist Center, Boston, 
Temporary Webinar Format  

Please remember in your prayers 
the souls of: 
 

Robert Kelley 
Margaret Brosnahan 

Lorriane Doolan 
Margaret Kennedy 

Wanda Laudato  
 

May they know the peace and joy of our heavenly 
Kingdom and may their souls rest in peace.  

Canton Catholic Community – Financial Update 
 
Thank you to all our parishioners for your support. During these uncertain times, we appreciate your   
continued generosity. 

The Canton Catholic Women's Club was looking     
forward to a new year of programs, charitable 
events and trips. But due to restrictions on group             
meetings, we will postpone our programs.            
 
Membership dues are suspended for the year. 
We hope our members are well, and we look for-
ward to continuing our group when it's safe to do 
so.   
                 CCWC Officers and Chairwomen 

https://www.bostoncatholic.org/familylife/engagedcouples
https://www.bostoncatholic.org/familylife/engagedcouples
https://www.bostoncatholic.org/familylife/transformedinlove
https://www.bostoncatholic.org/familylife/transformedinlove
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Parish Contacts 
 

St. Gerard Majella  St. John the Evangelist 
1860 Washington St. 700 Washington St. 

Canton, MA  02021 
781-828-3420   781-828-0090 

Fax: 781-828-2520                
Business affairs for both parishes are conducted at 

 1860 Washington Street  
 

Clergy 
 

Rev. Thomas S. Rafferty, Pastor x209 
trafferty@cantoncatholic.org 
 
Fr. James Ojo x322 
jamesojo@cantoncatholic.org 
 
Deacon Daniel C. Nelson, THM, D. Min. x325 
dcndan@cantoncatholic.org 
*Deacon Dan is also a certified Spiritual Director 
 

Parish Staff  
 

Lisa Wilson x300 
Executive Assistant  
lisa@cantoncatholic.org 
 

Barbara McKenney x311 
Ministry & Funeral Coordinator 
bmckenney@cantoncatholic.org 
 

Nancy T. Cunniff, MA x203 
Collaborative Director of Faith Formation 
ncunniff@cantoncatholic.org 
 

Erin Sullivan x305                         
Coordinator of Elementary Religious Education            
erin@cantoncatholic.org 
 

Maria White x216                                 
Director of Music 
mwhite@cantoncatholic.org             
 

Mike Mahan Collaborative Director of Youth Ministry 
mike@cantoncatholic.org 
 

Anne Guerini x315   
Director of Finance—aguerini@cantoncatholic.org 

Saint Mary Cemetery 
Randolph Street 

Canton, Massachusetts 
 
 

For cemetery information, please contact  
Barbara McKenney at 781-828-0090 x311 

Connect with Canton Catholic Community!  
/cantoncatholic 

 
 

~ Mass Times~  
 
 

St. Gerard 
 

Saturday—4:00 p.m. 

Sunday—10:00 a.m. & 5:00 p.m. 

Monday—9:00 a.m.  

Tuesday-—9:00 a.m. 

 

St. John 
 

Saturday—4:00 p.m. (Live-streamed*) 

Sunday—8:30 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. 

Wednesday—9:00 a.m.  

Thursday—9:00 a.m.  

Friday—9:00 a.m.  

 

*If you decide to stay home, you may view Mass live on 

our Facebook page or later on our YouTube channel. 
 

 

~ Open for Prayer ~ 
 

Monday-Thursday—10:00-2:00 St. Gerard Majella 
Monday-Friday—10:00-2:00 St. John the Evangelist 

 
 

~ Intentions ~ 
 

All weekly Mass intentions are added to our Prayer 
Wall and prayed for by Fr. Rafferty. Click here to view.  

St. John the Evangelist School 
696 Washington Street 

781-828-2130 
 
Dr. Chris Flieger, Ed.D.   
Principal  
chris.flieger@sjscanton.org 

Effective 9/12/20 

https://www.facebook.com/cantoncatholic/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCvZCJcaTb1g-bk4ON6y5Uow
https://padlet.com/ncunniff/PrayerWall
https://www.facebook.com/cantoncatholic/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCvZCJcaTb1g-bk4ON6y5Uow
https://www.instagram.com/cantoncatholic/

